
 
 

 

 

May 18, 2026 

 

Senator Susan Collins  

Chair 

Senate Appropriations Committee 

Washington, DC 20510 

Representative Tom Cole  

Chairman 

House Appropriations Committee 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Senator Patty Murray  

Vice Chair 

Senate Appropriations Committee  

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Representative Rosa DeLauro 

Ranking Member 

House Appropriations Committee 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chair Collins, Chairman Cole, Vice Chair Murray, Ranking Member DeLauro, and 

Members of the Committees: 

On April 30, 2026, the Legislative Branch Subcommittee approved a spending bill that would cut 

the Government Accountability Office’s (GAO) funding by $200 million from its fiscal year 

2026 enacted level, putting the legislative agency’s budget $248 million below the amount 

requested for 2027.1 Additionally, this bill would limit GAO’s ability to sue the executive branch 

to obtain agency records and information when an agency does not comply with requests, as is 

GAO’s legal right under the Impoundment Control Act.  

In practice, this proposed reduced budget will require GAO to cut 1,000 employees.2 As an 

independent legislative watchdog that assists Congress in investigating waste, fraud, and abuse, 

not only would this reduction in staff increase the opacity of how taxpayer dollars are spent, it 

would also hinder Congress’s ability to conduct timely investigations and to effectively carry out 

other oversight matters. 

The Project On Government Oversight (POGO) is a nonpartisan, independent watchdog that 

investigates, exposes, and champions reforms on systemic corruption, abuse of power, and 

waste. POGO has long recognized the importance of GAO’s work and uplifted the agency’s 

strong track record of helping the government identify billions of dollars in potential savings.3  

 
1 Ken Tran, “House GOP Propose GAO Cut in Legislative Branch Funding Bill (1),” Bloomberg Government, April 

29, 2026, https://news.bgov.com/bloomberg-government-news/house-gop-propose-cuts-to-gao-in-legislative-

branch-funding-bill.  
2 Justin Doubleday, “GAO would need to cut 1,000 employees under House bill,” Federal News Network, April 30, 

2026, https://federalnewsnetwork.com/agency-oversight/2026/04/gao-would-need-to-cut-1000-employees-under-

house-bill/.  
3 Tim Stretton, “OMB’s Latest Attempt to Sideline GAO,” Project On Government Oversight, April 17, 2026, 

https://www.pogo.org/analyses/ombs-latest-attempt-to-sideline-gao; Janice Luong, “If Congress is serious about 
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Reducing GAO’s budget means reducing the agency’s capacity to better assist Members of 

Congress, which will indirectly harm taxpayers.  

We urge the Senate and House Appropriations Committees to reject the legislative branch’s 

appropriations draft.  

The Impact of Undermining GAO 

Taxpayers deserve transparency into how their money is spent. Without an efficient GAO, it 

would be more difficult for Congress to identify wasteful spending and unnecessary costs. The 

agency has a long history of bipartisan support, as its recommendations have consistently 

delivered results across different administrations and parties.4 The result of the subcommittee’s 

bill on GAO would be reduced research capacity, lost opportunities to save taxpayer money, 

increased wait times for responses to requests from Members of Congress, and more.5  

Limiting GAO’s enforcement power also undermines accountability. The enforcement 

mechanism at risk should not be perceived as a threat to Congress. GAO has rarely sued under 

the Impoundment Control Act (ICA). In fact, since the ICA’s enactment, GAO has initiated only 

one lawsuit, which was against President Gerald Ford over withholding funding for a housing 

program.6 When tensions between the executive and legislative branches are high, GAO has 

consistently defended Congress’s power of the purse and asserted that the President could not 

bypass congressional intent behind appropriated funds.7  

GAO has traditionally been viewed as a trusted partner by both parties, and that is not without 

effort on the agency’s part.8 As Congress’s primary enforcement arm in preserving the 

constitutional separation of powers over federal spending, GAO inherently protects Congress 

from executive branch overreach. Additionally, GAO has demonstrated a willingness to work 

 
addressing fraud, they must protect this key watchdog,” FEDweek, February 10, 2026, 

https://www.fedweek.com/federal-managers-daily-report/if-congress-is-serious-about-addressing-fraud-they-must-

protect-this-key-watchdog/.  
4 U.S. Government Accountability Office, Recommendations for Congress: Action Can Produce Tens of Billions of 

Dollars in Future Financial and Other Benefits, GAO-25-108167 (May 22, 2025), 

https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-25-108167.  
5 Janice Luong, “Congress Must Protect the GAO from Executive Overreach,” Project On Government Oversight, 

July 9, 2025, https://www.pogo.org/analyses/congress-must-protect-the-gao-from-executive-overreach.  
6 Edwin L. Dale, Jr., “STAATS SUES FORD ON IMPOUNDMENT,” New York Times, April 16, 1975, 

https://www.nytimes.com/1975/04/16/archives/staats-sues-ford-on-impoundment-congress-seeks-release-of-

housing.html; Hannah Grabenstein, “How Trump's rescission request draws on the centuries-old concept of 

impoundment,” PBS News, February 10, 2025, https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/what-you-need-to-know-

about-impoundment-and-how-trump-vows-to-use-it. 
7 Proposals to Reinforce Congress’s Constitutional Power of the Purse: Hearing before the House Committee on the 

Budget, 117th Cong. (April 29, 2021) (testimony of Edda Emmanuelli Perez, Deputy General Counsel), 

https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-538t.pdf; “What is the Impoundment Control Act and What is GAO’s Role?,” 

U.S. Government Accountability Office, March 5, 2025, https://www.gao.gov/blog/what-impoundment-control-

act-and-what-gaos-role.  
8 Tim Stretton, “OMB’s Latest Attempt to Sideline GAO,” Project On Government Oversight, April 17, 2026, 

https://www.pogo.org/analyses/ombs-latest-attempt-to-sideline-gao; GAO Personnel Reform: Does It Meet 

Expectations?, 110th Cong. (May 22, 2007), https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-

110jhrg42184/html/CHRG-110jhrg42184.htm. 
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with any parties and administrations, and has maintained a strong commitment to government 

accountability. Even in the midst of recent intense scrutiny, the agency continues to respond to 

requests from Congress and executive agencies.  

Conclusion 

As constituents continue to demand greater oversight and increased transparency to hold public 

officials accountable, GAO’s work is more crucial than ever. Undermining the very agency that 

assists federal agencies and Members of Congress like yourselves in rooting out waste, fraud, 

and abuse is antithetical to the ethical standard Members have long espoused: “Public office is a 

public trust.”9  

Cutting GAO’s funding makes government spending and investigatory operations less 

transparent and erodes public trust. For these reasons, POGO strongly urges the Senate and 

House Appropriations Committees to reject any language seeking to reduce the budget for the 

Government Accountability Office. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this information and for your attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Janice Luong  

Policy Analyst 

 

 

 
9 House Ethics Manual (Committee on Ethics, 2022 edition), https://ethics.house.gov/manual/general-ethical-

standards-2/. 
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